
 

To Viscount Castlereagh, Secretary of State 

July 29, 1809 

 

My Lord, 

Responsibility for defeat at Talavera lies entirely with me (with an able 

assist from Messieurs Josh, Dale, and Deiter).  Dave and Carl handled 

their troops exceptionally well, and both came within a whisker of saving the 

day for us.  I trust that their association with me will not diminish their 

future opportunities. 

While marching the day before battle, a British division moved through 

Talavera.  The resulting traffic jam took hours to resolve – I remember 

thinking at the time that if it took that long for friendly troops to pass 

through in daylight, it would be all the more difficult for an enemy under 

fire.  From Tyre to Jerusalem to Vienna, contests for built-up areas have 

always been lengthy and bloody affairs.  Alas, Talavera proved to be the 

exception! 

Early in the battle, I attempted to move my cavalry against the flank of the 

French assault on Talavera.  Regrettably, and despite having assigned an 

ADC to ensure that orders were followed, I failed both the Command Roll 

and the ADC re-roll for three straight hours!  But by then, the day had 

probably already been lost 

I have the honor to be, &c., 

Ed. Arthur Wellesley 

 


